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Curriculum Overview 2017-18 for Year 5: Skills 
English 

*I can spell some words that include silent 

letters, such as knight, psalm and solemn 
*I know that some words sound the same but 
are spelled differently and I know which to use. 
(e.g. new/knew) 
*I can add prefixes and suffixes appropriately. 
*I use the first three or four letters of a word to 
find it quickly in a dictionary. 
*I make sure that others can read my 
handwriting and can decide whether or not to 
join specific letters. 
* I plan the structure of my writing by identifying 
the audience for my text and the purpose of the 
writing 
*I plan my writing by making notes and then 
developing my initial ideas and using my reading 

and research where necessary. 

. 
*I can use different ways to build links in my 
paragraphs (e.g. Use a main sentence and then 
build up more detail in the following sentences.) 
*I draft and write by selecting appropriate 
grammar and vocabulary, understanding how 
such choices can change and enhance meaning. 
*I review my work to further describe and 
develop settings, characters and the narrative 
atmosphere. 
*I can précis passages of text (e.g. pick out the 
key points in a text) 
* I use headings, bullet points and underlining to 
structure and guide a reader through my writing. 
* I evaluate and edit my work and the work of 
others against success criteria and explore 
whether my writing is the high quality I expect. 
*I evaluate and edit my texts, changing grammar, 
punctuation or vocabulary to improve the text. 
*I ensure that I use the correct tense 
consistently throughout a piece of writing. 

 
* I edit my work to ensure that I have used 
singular and plural accurately and I know that my 
writing should not be written as I speak. 
* I can proof read my work to correct spelling 
and punctuation mistakes. 
* I can use a thesaurus. 
* I can use expanded noun phrases. 
* I can use embedded clauses that begin with 
who, which, where, when, whose. 
* I can use the perfect form of the verb. 
* I can use verb prefixes accurately. 
* I can convert nouns and adjectives into verbs 
using suffixes. 
*I can use adverbials of time place and number 
to link my writing. 
*I can use brackets, dashes or commas to clarify 
meaning. 

Art & Design 
 Can develop techniques used to define light and 

shadow, including varying tone in colour 

 Can explore other media through textile, collage, 
printmaking using string or stencils 

 Can mix a range of colours, chromatic greys and skin 
tones 

 Can analyse techniques and elements used by  
artists and describe how works of art have  
influenced others 

 Can analyse and evaluate their own work and that  
of others  

Computing 
 Is beginning to use a wider variety of programming 

tools to design, write and debug programs that 
accomplish specific goals 

 Can choose appropriate sources to collect data, 
begin to analyse it and present it effectively 

 Is beginning to understand computer networks, 
including the internet; how they provide multiple 
services and the opportunities they offer 

 Can use technology safely, respectfully and 
responsibly and understand why this is important 

Design & Technology 
 Can identify needs, wants, preferences and values and use to 

design own product 

 Can select and use the most appropriate materials, tools and 
equipment to make own product, meeting own design needs 

 Can evaluate and reflect upon the quality of the design, 
manufacture and end product 

 Can suggest ideas for improving own work 

 Has developed technical skills to make a good quality product 

 Considering a healthy diet, can prepare and cook some 
predominantly savoury dishes using more than one cooking 
technique 

 Can follow procedures for safety and hygiene  

Geography 
 Can ask relevant geographical questions and 

respond using a range of evidence and data, giving 
reasons for personal points of view 

 Can collect, record and analyse evidence, 
explaining differences and similarities, giving the 
reason for changes 

 Can use maps, atlases and globes and ICT to gather 
information 

 Can draw maps and plans using a variety of scales 
and keys and use 4 figure grid references  

Number 
*I can read, write, order and compare numbers 
to at least 1 000 000 & determine the value of 
each digit 
*I can count forwards or backwards in steps of 
powers of 10 for any given number up to 1 000 
000 
*I can interpret negative numbers in context, 
count forwards & backwards with positive & 
negative whole numbers, including through zero 
*I can add and subtract numbers mentally with 
increasingly large numbers 
*I can solve problems involving multiplication 
and division using my knowledge of factors and 
multiples, squares and cubes 
* I can solve problems which require knowing 
percentage and decimal equivalents of ½, ¼, 1/5, 
2/5, 4/5 and those fractions with a denominator 
of a multiple of 10 or 25 
*Multiply and divide whole numbers and those 
involving decimals by 10, 100 and 1000 

Mathematics 
*Solve problems involving addition, 
subtraction, multiplication, division and a 
combination of these 
*Multiply numbers up to 4 digits by a 1 or 2 
digit number using a formal written method, 
including long multiplication for 2 digit 
numbers 
*I can identify multiples and factors, including 
finding all factor pairs of a number, and 
common factors of two numbers 
* I can add and subtract whole numbers with 
more than 4 digits 
*I can read and write decimal numbers as 
fractions 
*I can compare and order fractions whose 
denominators are all multiples of the same 
number 
* I can read, write, order and compare 
numbers with up to three decimal places 

 

Measurement 

*I can convert between kilometre and metre, 
centimetre and metre, centimetre and 
millimetre 
*I can measure and calculate the perimeter of 
composite rectangular shapes in centimetres 
and metres 
*I can calculate and compare the area of 
rectangles using standard units, square 
centimetres and square metres and estimate 
the area of irregular shapes 

Geometry 
*I can draw given angles and measure them in 
degrees 
*I can distinguish between regular and 
irregular polygons based on reasoning about 
equal sides and angles 

Statistics 
*I can complete, read and interpret 
information in tables, including timetables 

    Foreign      Languages 
 Can show understanding by answering questions  

with extended phrases and sentences using known 
vocabulary 

 Can read and understand some short texts 
 containing known vocabulary 

 Can write short texts using word banks or a model 

 Can say short phrases about own self and other 
people 

 Can use colour and size adjectives in short  
sentences 

Music 
 Can sing expressively from musical notation 

and understand a canon (round) 

 Can perform by ear, memorise from hand 
signs and stick notation, improvising 4 beat 
patterns 

 Can understand how pitched notes are written 
on the stave and can give letter names to the 
major pentatonic (5 note) scale 

 Can recognise the musical elements found in 
the Classical period of music 

Science 
 
 

 Shows an understanding of scientific ideas 

 Can plan and carry out different types of 
scientific enquiry, including a fair test 

 Makes precise measurements and presents 
these clearly, including as a bar graph 

 Uses scientific vocabulary and relates their 
conclusions to their scientific knowledge  

History 
 

 Can recognise that history has many themes – 
cultural, economic, military, political, religious 
and social 

 Can use a range of resources to support own 
ideas 

 Can make links between events, situations and 
changes 

 Can ask relevant historical questions and 
respond using a range of evidence to support 
answers 

   
Physical    Education 

 Can consolidate and refine skills to improve levels of 
performance 

 Can show good positions and posture when linking a short 
sequence of shapes and balances, moving in and out of 
positions of stillness 

 Can improve skills to develop control and flow 

 Can recognise and suggest patterns of play which will 
increase chances of success and outwit opponents 

 Is beginning to involve others and motivate them to 
perform better 

 Can swim 25 meters using a recognised front/back stroke 

 
Religious  Education 

 Can use knowledge of religious stories to begin to 
interpret religious symbolism 

 Can use religious vocabulary to describe and show 
understanding of religious traditions and beliefs 

 Can confidently suggest reasons for different forms of 
religious expression, including styles of worship and 
tradition 

 Can ask a variety of questions about religion and 
beliefs, including questions of identity and values, to 
link own and other people’s ideas 

 Appreciates what inspires and influences other people 
 


