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Curriculum Overview 2017-18 for Year 4: Skills 
 

 I know that some words sound the same 
but are spelled differently and I know which 
spelling to use. (e.g. new/knew) 

 I can spell some tricky words that are often 
misspelt (e.g. library, Wednesday) 

 I know how to use possessive apostrophes 
accurately in plural words (e.g. girls’  
people’s) 

 I can add prefixes and know how they 
change the meaning of the word . (e.g. un-  
dis -) 

 I can add suffixes and know how they 
change the meaning of the word 

 I can proof read my work to correct spelling 
and punctuation mistakes. 

 I can choose nouns or pronouns 
appropriately in my writing. 

English 
 I use the first three or four letters of a word 

to find it quickly in a dictionary. 

 I can write the sentences from memory that 
my teacher has read to me. 

 In handwriting, I can decide whether or not 
to join specific letters. 

 Other people can read my joined 
handwriting and all the letters are the same 
height and the correct distance from each 
other. 

 I plan my writing by looking at similar texts 
and talking about the structure and 
vocabulary. 

 I can use a wide range of conjunctions 
(when, if, because, although) 

 I am learning to use the present perfect 
form of the verb. 

 
 I can plan and write my work using 

paragraphs that are organised around a 
theme. 

 I can organise my work using different 
settings, characters and plot. 

 I can organise my writing using headings 
and sub-headings. 

 I can use ideas to plan my writing. 

 I can plan and write by practising sentences 
out loud and build up the vocabulary I use. 

 I edit my work and the work of others and 
make improvements to the text. 

 I know when to use ‘a’ and ‘an’. 

 I know how to use inverted commas to 
show direct speech and commas after 
fronted adverbials. (Later that day,) 

Art & Design 
 Can use proportion accurately 

 Is able to use lines and marks to vary tone 

 Can mix a range of secondary and tertiary colours 
including hues, tints and shades 

 Can evaluate elements and purposes of different 
kinds of art and use these to inspire own work 

 Is able to evaluate their own work and that of 
others  

Computing 
 Can confidently program commands into a 

sequence, test and effectively debug 

 Can collect data in a variety of formats and 
present it effectively 

 Is becoming confident in own understanding 
of how computers work and their role in our 
lives 

 Can use technology safely, respectfully and 
responsibly and understand why this is 
important  

Design & Technology 
 Can gather information based on needs and wants and  

use these to make design decisions 

 Can select from and use a wide range of materials, tools 
and equipment to perform practical tasks based on own 
design 

 Can identify the strengths and areas of development in 
own design and product 

 Has developed technical skills to make a product 

 Considering a healthy diet, can prepare and cook some 
predominantly savoury dishes using more than one  
cooking technique  

 Can follow procedures for safety and hygiene 

Geography 
 Can collect and present a range of information 

about the wider environment, in different ways 

 Can ask questions about places and respond and 
give evidence to support own views 

 Can make comparisons and recognise links 
between places; describing how they have 
changed, using a range of sources 

 Can draw a map using a simple scale and key, 

using the eight points of the compass and number 
and letter co-ordinates 

Number 
*I can recognise the place value of each digit in a 
four-digit number 
*I can count in multiples of 6, 7, 9, 25 and 1000 
*I can find 1000 more or less than a given 
number 
*I can count backwards through zero to include 
negative numbers 
*I can order and compare numbers beyond 1000 
*I can round any number to the nearest 10, 100 
or 1000 
*I can mentally add and subtract pairs of 3-digit 
and 4-digit numbers 
*I can add and subtract numbers with up to 4-
digits using formal written methods 

*I can solve addition and subtraction two-step 
problems in contexts, deciding which operation 
to use and why 
* I can multiply 2-digit numbers by a 1-digit 
number using formal methods 
 

 

Mathematics 
*I can recall multiplication and division facts 

for multiplication tables up to 12 x 12 
*I can divide 2-digit and 3-digit numbers by a 
1-digit number using formal methods 
*I can recognise and show, using diagrams, 
families of common equivalent fractions 
* I can count up and down in hundredths; 
recognise that hundredths arise when dividing 
an object by 100 and dividing tenths by 10 
* I can round decimals with 1 decimal place to 
the nearest whole number 
* I can solve simple measure and money 
problems involving fractions and decimals to 
two decimal places 
*In Statistics I can solve comparison, sum and 
difference problems using information 
presented in various types of graph 

Measurement 

*I can convert between different units of 

measure 
*I can read, write and convert time between 
analogue and digital 12 & 24 hour clocks 
*I can measure and calculate the perimeter of 
a rectilinear figure 
*I can find the area of rectilinear shapes by 
counting squares and relate it to 
multiplication  
Geometry 
*I can identify lines of symmetry in 2D shapes 
*I can compare and classify geometric shapes, 
inc. quadrilaterals and triangles, based on 
their properties and sizes. 
*Continue to recognise 3D shapes using the 
correct language 
*I can plot specified points and draw sides to 
complete a given polygon  

    Foreign      Languages 
 Can show understanding by responding to questions 

with simple answers 

 Is developing confident pronunciation and intonation 
when speaking 

 Can read and understand familiar words and short 
sentences which can be matched to pictures 

 Can write some words from memory and complete a 
message using a word bank 

 Can identify sounds made by letter patterns 
 Can identify some pronouns, question words and 

negative phrases  

Music 
 Can write lyrics to a game song and sing with clear 

words and good posture 

 Can read, write and perform rhythms using stick 
notation (without pitch) recognising repeating musical 
motifs 

 Can recognise musical elements of Renaissance and 
Baroque music 

 Can compose music and record sounds using symbols, 
changing tempo and controlling volume 

 Can improvise tunes in major pentatonic (5 note) scale 
and use ostinato (repeating) patterns to accompany a 
song 

Science 
 
 

 Shows an understanding of scientific ideas 

 Can carry out different types of enquiry 
including a fair test 

 Makes careful observations and accurate 
measurements 

 Relates conclusions or patterns in their data to 
their scientific knowledge 

History 
 

 Can begin to give reasons for, and the results  
of, the main events and changes in a period of 
time 

 Can use a range of sources and identify where 
they come from 

 Can select, organise and record historical 
information and communicate it in a variety of 
ways 

 Can understand that the past can be divided 
into different periods of time and use 
vocabulary to describe it e.g decade, century  

  Physical    Education 
 Is developing skills and techniques and improving 

levels of performance and fitness 

 Can establish good positions and posture when 
linking a short sequence of shapes and balances 

 Can link actions and skills to create movement 
patterns and sequences 

 Can change tactics, rules or tasks to make activities 
more fun or challenging 

 Co-operates well with others and helps organise  
roles and responsibilities 

 Is developing recognised front/back swim strokes  

  Religious  Education 
 Can retell religious stories, confidently explaining their 

meanings and making clear links with other religious 
stories 

 Can use religious vocabulary to describe key features of 
religious traditions 

 Can begin to suggest reasons for different forms of 
religious expression, including styles of worship and 
traditions 

 Can begin to ask key questions about religion and 
beliefs, to link own and others’ ideas 

 Can begin to appreciate what inspires/influences other 
people 

 


