
Template created by Michael Tidd  2013   www.primarycurriculum.me.uk 

Curriculum Overview 2017-18 for Year 5: Content 
 

Autumn 

 Passport to Success – a grammar 
focus 

 Diary writing based on the Year 5 
journey to Sayers Croft 

 ‘Street Child’ by Berlie Doherty – 
a book set in Victorian London, 
linking to our Schools topic 

English 
Spring 

 Instruction writing 

 ‘The Highwayman’ poem by 
Alfred Noyes 

 ‘Tuesday’ by David Wiesner  

 ‘Harris Burdick’ creative writing 

 Non-chronological reports 

 
Summer 

 ‘Wolf Brother’ by Michelle Paver 

 Writing through art 

 Cinematic writing -  
using film clips as a 
stimulus 
 

Art & Design 
 Printing – taking influence from Victorian art  

and design 

 Painting skills 

 Cave painting – linked to our class text, ‘Wolf 
Brother’ and topic focusing on the Stone Age 

 Sewing arpilleras, linked to Chile topic 

Computing 
 E-Safety 

 Scratch – visual programming 

 Writing a Wiki related to our Chile topic 

Design & Technology 
 Design and create an energy bar with a specific 

purpose 

 Build a bridge to sustain weight and movement. 
We shall be taking a trip to  
Richmond to examine examples of 
         bridges to help us plan our  
          investigation 
 

Geography 
 Sayers Croft -  

we shall be 
using our residential trip to develop our map 
reading skills and investigate the differences 
between the two locations 

 Chile – we will be observing the differences in 
its physical geography (including volcanoes), 
comparing it with our own locality 

 
There will be a strong  
emphasis on Number, focusing on 
using and applying maths,  
problem solving activities and 
mental arithmetic. 
Place value is hugely important 
and we will be focussing on 
partitioning, addition and  
subtraction, fractions and 
multiplication and division. 

 Concepts of inverse operations 
and topics on measures, shape 
and space, and data handling will 
also be covered. 

How you can help 

Your child should know all their 
times tables (up to the 12 times 
table) by the end of Year 4. 
In Years 5 and 6 they will be 
moving onto much more 
complicated concepts, such as 
multiplying and dividing using 
four-digit numbers, plus problem-
solving involving fractions and 
percentages. It is extremely 
helpful if you practise times tables 
with your child as this will help to 
speed their mental maths skills 
and confidence in lessons. 

 
Mathletics is loved by the 
children. There are many speedy 
mental maths games and it 
explores many different concepts. 
It has step by step lessons and 
games which will help to improve 
your child’s maths ability.   
On Active Learn Primary there are 
many fun and exciting activities, 
lessons and videos 
available for your child 
 to                   use online. 

    Modern     Languages 
 Developing reading and writing skills, applying 

French phonic knowledge 

 Learning vocabulary to talk about preferences 

 in sport and hobbies 

 Learning vocabulary to talk about our families 

and our pets 

 Preparing for Silver Lingua speaking task 

 Using colour as an adjective and applying 
adjectival agreement 

Music 
Children will have one Music lesson a week with specialist 
music teachers.  Children will  

 develop their musicianship skills throughout the 

year to understand  note reading 

 explore Music History in the 18th century, 

understanding sonata form and the orchestra 

 learn new Music Technology composition skills 

using Soundplant and Makey Makey 

 investigate Musical Cycles in African and South 

American traditional music 

 

Science 
 Life cycles of 

different  
families of animal 

 Properties of materials – investigating 
differences between everyday materials and 
choosing suitable materials for a purpose 

 Forces – will also link with our Design and 
Technology topic of Bridges 

 Space – investigating our solar system and 
beyond, including a trip to the Science  
Museum 

 Plant reproduction 

 Human development 

History 
 Schools – looking at how education has  

changed throughout the ages, comparing 
everything from Ancient Egyptians to our idea 
of what the future may hold.  

 Victorians – during our Schools topic, linked to 
  Physical    Education 

 Real P.E. 
We will follow 
the Real P.E. scheme of work for Indoor PE, 
incorporating the physical, social, personal, 
creative and cognitive skills needed to develop a 
life-long interest in sport. 
In Outdoor PE we will enjoy team-based sports 
including hockey, netball, cricket, football, 
athletics and tag rugby.  

  Religious  Education 
 We look at 

some of the  
main aspects of the Jewish faith and compare 
      them to the Christian faith 

 Databases – linked to Space topic 

 Google Sketch Up 

 Kodu - programming 

our English text, we look at life in the 

Victorian era and the children 

experience a day in our  

Victorian School 

 Stone Age to Iron Age – we discover 

what life was like for Neanderthal man 

 

 What it means to belong to  

religious and non-religious groups  

 Discuss the notion of belief 

 We discuss religious and non-religious 

theories regarding the beginning of life 
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